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EDITORIAL NOTE

The publication of the Journal was considered by the OUHS almost a year ago with view
of creating its own publishing organ catering for needs of undergraduate and graduate
communities of historians at Oxford. Although the market for history journals in Britain
has expanded in the past fifty years, there is still a niche for this journal offering the latest
doctoral research in progress and the best undergraduate and graduate essays. The Journal
aims to disseminate knowledge of the innovative and original research conducted by
young scholars, through publishing the best pieces of doctoral research produced at
Oxford and institutions worldwide. Additionally, it will serve as a launching platform for
graduates into the world of academia and long-established scholarly publications, and
stimulate the interest of undergraduate students by publishing prize-winning essays,
interviews and reviews.

The idea of the Journal and its ethos has attracted a considerable amount of interest, and
by late spring 2003 the editorial board has formed. Shortly after that submissions started
to flow in, keeping editors busy until the end of autumn. In this inaugural issue we offer a
selection of papers in British History, Medieval History, Art History, European History,
and World History. The opening paper is a slice of doctoral research on the royalist
Countess of Derby (1599-1664) conducted by Sonja Kmec (Harris Manchester College,
Oxford). Drawing on a variety of archival material, the paper offers a detailed
examination of the machinations of the seventeenth century landed system explaining
how the Countess preserved her fortune throughout the Civil War and Interregnum
despite being an active Royalist. A paper by Dolores Wilson (University of Houston)
offers an interesting account of the relationship between nature and medieval society.
Contrary to the prevailing assumptions of the detrimental use of environment during the
Middle Ages, this careful examination of Anglo-Saxon forestry management suggests
that medieval management, just like the modern-day practices, dwelt upon the principles
of multiple-use of forests. Timothy Wilson (St Peter’s College, Oxford) in his
challenging paper comparing diverse communities of Ulster and Upper Silesia after the
First World War, attempts to explain differences in the communal violence of two
provinces. Yukiko Sumi (graduate of St Hugh’s College, Oxford) in her paper on the life
and work of Japanese intellectual Ôkawa Shûmei, analyzes the influence of emergent
Indian nationalism on Japanese concepts of pre-war Pan-Asianism. The paper contributes
to the study of the Indo-Japanese relations by shedding light on the previously un-
explored subject of Japan’s support of Indian nationalism before the Second World War.
Kristina van Prooyen (St John’s College, Oxford) explores parallels between the
landscape paintings of Caspar David Friedrich and the theological writings of Friedrich
Schleiermacher. Her engaging essay offers a stimulating read for any student in art
history. Michael Burtscher (St John’s College, Oxford) reviews the recent publication of
Bartlett’s The Taming of the Dragon critically examining its scholarly value for the
researchers and students alike. Leonora Fitzgibbons (Balliol College, Oxford) explores
the novelty of Eley’s Forging Democracy: The History of the Left in Europe, 1850-2000
in her concise but informative review. The concluding review of Angma Jhala (Christ
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Church, Oxford) provides an in-depth analysis of Peabody’s re-examination of Hindu
kingship and the nature of precolonial and early colonial Indian history in Kingship and
Polity in Precolonial India.

I would like to thank all those involved in the establishment of the JOUHS and
preparation of its inaugural issue. Prof. Laurence Brockliss has been a source of
inspiration and advice through all stages of establishing this publication, and his
contribution is difficult to over-estimate. While the work on the Journal was advancing,
the consecutive Presidents of the OUHS were keeping the Journal in the focus of the
society’s life: Alex Clark, Lucy Jennings, Richard Huzzey, Robert Evans. Huw Eliot,
Kirsty Gillan, Louise Davison, and Lucinda Orr. The current OUHS Presidents, Kenneth
Owen and Samuel Parr, devotedly offered their time to ascertain the publication of the
first issue. I would like to thank editors of the Oxford based student publications, who
found time to discuss the backstage of the local publishing world with me: Christopher
Bradley (Oxonian Review of Books), Lisa Propst (The Pestle), Roberto Foa (Europa). It
was enlightening to meet with Janet M Boullin (OUP Journals Editorial Director) and
Clare Morton (OUP Humanities Journals Editor), and I thank them for their constructive
advice and time. My thanks go also to Dr. B. C. Barker-Benfield and the Department of
Special Collections & Western Manuscripts of Bodleian Library for giving permission to
one of the contributing authors to use the image from one of its medieval manuscripts. I
am also grateful to the following students who acted as referees for the first issue of the
Journal: Michael Froggatt, Katherine Watson, Ilaria Melliconi, Bikramjit De, Jorge
Dagnino. My last thanks go to the editors who were directly involved in the peer-review
process and establishment of the journal: Michael Burtscher (St. John’s College),
Leonora Fitzgibbons (Balliol College), Alexandra Gajda (New College), Angma Jhala
(Christ Church), Julia von Knesebeck (Somerville College), Simone Laqua (Balliol
College), Alex Marr (New College), Matthew Niblett (Keble College), Dr. Nadia Pollini
(Merton College), Catherine Wright (Keble College), Sarah Connor (Kellogg College),
Zena Kamash (Magdalen College).
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